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This is an updated guideline prepared for the British Association of
Dermatologists (BAD) Clinical Standards Unit, made up of the Therapy &
Guidelines Subcommittee (T&G) and the Audit & Clinical Standards Sub-
committee (A&CS). Members of the Clinical Standards Unit are: H.K. Bell
(Chairman T&G), L.C. Fuller (Chairman A&CS), N.J. Levell, M.J. Tidman,
P.D. Yesudian, J. Lear, J. Hughes, A.J. McDonagh, S. Punjabi, N. Morar,
S. Wagle (British National Formulary), S.E. Hulley (British Dermatological
Nursing Group), K.J. Lyons (BAD Scientific Administrator) and M.F.
Mohd Mustapa (BAD Clinical Standards Manager).

Guidelines produced in 2002 by the British Association of Dermatolo-
gists; reviewed and updated 2009.

Guidelines review process
These guidelines were initially reviewed at a multidisciplinary meeting on
8 November 2007. Those attending were the authors plus:
Dermatology: V. Doherty, D. Roberts, F. Wojnarowska, H. Bell, D. de Berker,
C. Harwood, S. Bailey, R. Barlow, V. Bataille, L. Rhodes
Surgery: A. Hayes, J. Kenealy, G. Perks, M. Timmins
Specialist nursing: H. Williams, C. McGarr, M. Sherman, J. Davenport,
C. Wheelhouse
Histopathology: N. Kirkham, H. Rigby, J. Theaker
Imaging: J. Smith, P. Guest, A. Dancey
Oncology: N. Steven, P. Patel, A. Goodman, C. Kelly, P. Lawton, A. Dalgleish
Lay representative: T. Fay
Palliative care: J. Speakman, F. Calman
National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence: N. Summerton
Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network: S. Qureshi
Primary care: P. Murchie
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Disclaimer
These guidelines reflect the best published data available at the time the report was

prepared. Caution should be exercised in interpreting the data; the results of future

studies may require alteration of the conclusions or recommendations in this report.

It may be necessary or even desirable to depart from the guidelines in the interests of

specific patients and special circumstances. Just as adherence to the guidelines may not

constitute defence against a claim of negligence, so deviation from them should not

necessarily be deemed negligent.

These guidelines are published simultaneously in the British Journal of Dermatology

(DOI 10.1111/j.1365-2133.2010.09883.x) and the Journal of Plastic,

Reconstructive & Aesthetic Surgery (DOI 10.1016/j.bjps.2010.07.006).

These guidelines for the management of cutaneous melanoma
present evidence-based guidance for treatment, with identifica-
tion of the strength of evidence available at the time of
preparation of the guidelines, and a brief overview of epide-
miology, diagnosis, investigation and follow up.
Contribution to these guidelines has been made by a large

number of clinicians. They have also been endorsed by, or
have had input from, representatives of the following groups
or organizations: the U.K. Melanoma Study Group, the British
Association of Dermatologists, the British Association of
Plastic, Reconstructive and Aesthetic Surgeons, the Royal Col-
lege of Physicians, London, the Association of Cancer Physi-
cians, the Royal College of Radiologists, London, the Royal
College of Surgeons of England, the Royal College of Patholo-
gists (pathology section only), the Royal College of General
Practitioners, London, and the Department of Health.
These consensus guidelines have been drawn up by a multi-

disciplinary working party with membership drawn from a
variety of groups and coordinated by the U.K. Melanoma
Study Group and the British Association of Dermatologists.

NHS Evidence has accredited the process used by the British Association of
Dermatologists to produce guidelines. Accreditation is valid for three years from May
2010 and is applicable to guidance produced using the processes described in the British
Association of Dermatologists’ guidelines development manual (Bell & Ormerod, 2009).
More information on accreditation can be viewed at www.evidence.nhs.uk.
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